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RENOWNED EXPERTS ON BENIN ART TO LECTURE AT ART MUSEUM 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has organized a Wednesday evening lecture series 
featuring the foremost experts on Benin art in the U.S. The lectures are on topics 
related to the major exhibition, Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum fur 
Volkerkunde, Vienna (on view through July 31), and are presented as part of the 
Museum’s expanded Summer Wednesday Evening Festivals in June, July, and August. 
The lectures begin at 8 pm. 

The lecture series begins this week with a talk by Joseph Nevadomsky, Associate 
Professor of Anthropology, California State University, Fullerton. Dr. Nevadomsky has 
documented Benin installation rituals of kingship and annual revitalization rites, and 
conducted fieldwork on architecture, urban religious cults, and contemporary 
brasscasting; his pictures of contemporary ceremonies are featured in color photomurals 
in Benin: Royal Art of Africa. The remaining schedule follows: 

June 15 From Ogisos to Ovoramwen: An Historical Overview of the Political, 
Social, and Cultural Development of the Benin Kingdom . Frank 
Eguaroje, Curator, African Heritage Center, North Carolina A&T 
State University, Greensboro. 

June 29 Stories from Old Ivories: Decoding Benin’s Altar Tusks. Barbara 
Winston Blackmun, Professor of Art History, San Diego Mesa 
College, San Diego, California. 

July 6 Continuity and Change in the Royal Art of Benin. Ekpo Eyo, 

Professor of African Art History & Archaeology, University of 
Maryland, College Park. 

July 20 Women and Power in Benin Art. Mikelle Omari-Obayemi, 

Associate Professor of Art History, University of Arizona, Tucson. 
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